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*My eyes are on the sk\ o

Marla We brecht, 22,

Cleveland State

Umversﬁy

HER MAJOR: Communication HER DREAM:
Launching a nonprofit. for kids HER STORY: At 19,
Weybrecht was two weeks away from starting basio

training with the Ohio Air

National Guard when she

was diagnosed with thyroid cancer, for which slig’s
currently in treatment. “Every goal suddenly
seemed out of reach,” she says. But Wevhrecht dis-

covered a new mission: She
annual event that takes sie

started Kids in Flight, an
k children on plane rides.

“I hope these kids come down with a new perspee-
tive.” BEST ADVICE: “When 1 was diagnosed, my

Aunt Carole told me T could get bitter or T could get
better” GUILTY PLEASURE: Harry Potter movies

Crain’s Cleveland Business - April 2006
Cleveland’s Twenty ih Their 20S

tage 19, Maria Weybrecht
A!’ulﬁlled a lifelong dream of
getting her pilot’s license.

But her dream to fly airplanes was
‘-h"lllt'rl.’[! a month later when she
was diagnosed with thyroid cancer.

The college student made a tough
decision and grounded herself,
choosing to follow federal rules
that say people with cancer are not
allowed to pilot aircraft. It was a hard
reality to face when she also was
fighting stage-four cancer that had
spread into her lymph nodes. But all
the treatment and time spent in
hospitals gave her an idea, one she
hopes will shape her life after she
obtains her MBA from Cleveland
State University in August 2007

Ms. Weybrecht, now 23, started
her own nenprofit group called
Kids in Flight Inc., which enables
seriously ill children to escape their
daily routine of living with an ill-
ness hy flying in a plane with their
families. The 4-year-old nonprofit
operates largely on in-kind dona-
tions, which have enabled Ms.
Weybrecht to hold a free summer
event where children participate in
various fun activities and take
flights with their families. Last year,

MARIA WEYBRECHT

Age: 23
President and founder
Kids in Flight Inc.

100 sick children got to fly

“It's sort of a day for them to be
kids and not to be Mary with cancer
or Susie who just had open heart
surgery,” she said

Ms. Weyhrecht said she started
the nonprofit to use her love of
fiving to help sick kids and to pass
along the kindness she saw when
she was diagnosed with cancer

“Going through all of that, |
encountered a lot of amazing
people who did a lot of things to
make me smile,” she said

Once she graduates, the Eastlake
resident hopes to make Kids in
Flight her full-time job and to take
it national. Her effort already was
recognized last year when Glamour
magazine named her one of the
Top 10 College Women in America

In the meantime, she leaves peo-
ple with her motto: “Your attitude is
your altitude.”

— Shannon Mortland
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Why do you live in Northeast Ohio? !

Grew up here 837% |

Moved here for college 70 s

and stayed \

Moved here for a job 38 :

Followed my significant other 5.4 :
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The News Herald - July 2¢, 2005

‘Kids ih Flight’ program s0ars ih popularity
- By Larece Galer

“Kids in Flight” had a blue sky and light breezes Saturday for children to take a ride in aircraft
piloted by volunteers from T&G Flying Club.

The event, now in its third year, offers seriously ill children and their families from the North-
east Ohio area a chance to soar over the Cleveland skyline with experienced pilots.

The person behind Kids in Flight is a young woman who has faced her own serious illness.
Maria Weybrecht had enrolled at Ohio University in 2002 to pursue her love of aviation, she was on
her way to becoming a career pilot, her Plan A, when she was diagnosed with thyroid cancer.

She was 19 years old.

The diagnosis altered her plans but not her spirit.

Weybrecht decided on Plan B, and she began sharing her love of aviation with other children
facing illnesses and their families.

Weybrecht knows how much a helping hand and a friendly face can ease worries when you
are facing a tough road.

She was treated in New York City at Sloan Kettering hospital. While undergoing treatment in
New York City, she stayed at Ronald McDonald House and had the help of Angel Flight to get to and
from the treatments.

The Kids in Flight slogan is “Teaching children to soar with their dreams.”

“| contacted several different organizations, we expect children from as far away as Ken-
tucky,” Weybrecht said.

This year, participants came from the Congenital Heart Information Network (CHIN), The
Gathering Place, Ronald McDonald House of Cleveland, Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital,
the Cleveland Clinic, and the Up Side of Downs.

Scott and Laurie Hays of Wadsworth attended for the second year. Their three children Kait-
lyn, 10, Alexander, 3, and Nathaniel, 2, were anxious to go for a ride.

“We had a lot of fun last year and the kids really enjoyed it,” Laurie said.

“Alexander has always like airplanes.”

The Hayes family was invited through the Congenital Heart Information Network.

Ryan Colegrove, 10, of Twinsburg let the pilot of hos flight know that he would need a little
help with the flying. Ryan has flown before and was happy to go up again.

Ryan’s younger brother, Nate, and parents Dave and Mary Ann Colegrove, were invited to
the event by The Gathering Place.

“I really liked it,” Nate said with a grin.

“We are here because of the Gathering Place and we feel honored to do it,” Mary Ann said.

Food was donated by local merchants, a photographer donated time and talent to the event,
and volunteers were on hand to help get the kids fed, photographed and in the airplanes.

Myla Toth, 3, wanted to go for a ride so she could find her brother’s balloon that went up in
the air and never came back.

Myla was in attendance with her parents John and Renee and younger brother, Johnny, 8
months old.

“l found out about it from the Akron Chapter of the Up Side of Downs,” Renee said. The
Toths are from Akron.

One fo the first to climb into an airplane was 16-year-old Samuel Tate of Woodmere.

“It was real good, real nice,” Samuel said.

Samuel and his father, Anderson Tate, found out about the event through the Cleveland
Clinic.

Display aircraft included a PT-17, SNJ-4 Texan and a T-51 Mustang.

The event began at 10 a.m. and continued until everyone who was there for a ride got one.



Maria Faith Weybrecht
A profile

Maria Weybrecht is president of Kids in Flight™, a Cleveland-based non-profit that uses aviation as a tool
to empower seriously ill children and their families through flight experiences and education programs.
Her business goal is to take Kids in Flight nationwide.

Weybrecht created Kids in Flight in 2003 when she was 20 years old. She had just obtained her private
pilots license and was on her way to becoming a career military pilot when she was diagnosed with very
aggressive cancer. Since the diagnoses, she has not been able to pursue her original goal however
Weybrecht’s love of flying remains strong as she lives with cancer and continues to inspire young lives.

Kids in Flight’s primary program is their annual event, “Wings of Wonder™.” “Wings of Wonder” has
given hundreds of children and their families sightseeing flights around the Cleveland area with
experienced, licensed pilots free of charges. The philosophy behind the program is that when in flight,
objects below appear smaller. For children fighting serious ilinesses, the escape and excitement of flying
can give them a new perspective.

As a young child, Weybrecht was fascinated with flying. Always eager to visit the cockpit of commercial
airplanes as a youngster, she developed a lasting passion for aviation. As a freshman at Ohio University,
she received her private pilot license and joined the Air National Guard in Columbus, Ohio. One month
later, she was diagnosed with stage-four thyroid cancer. She was treated at The Cleveland Clinic and
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York. During treatment, Weybrecht’s 46-year-old mother

passed away.

While undergoing treatment, Weybrecht heeded the advice of her aunt who said, “you can get bitter or
better.” Weybrecht moved home, transferred to Lakeland Community College and then to Cleveland
State University, where she switched her major from aviation to journalism and promotional
communication. Having gone through rigorous cancer treatment, Weybrecht knew all too well the toll
serious illness can take on a family. During this time, she created Kids in Flight.



Weybrecht obtained her B.A. in journalism and promotion communication from CSU in December 2005.
She was valedictorian, summa cum laude. While at CSU, she was instrumental in the formation of the
school’s Public Relations Student Society of America chapter and the Student Association For
Professional Communication. She received the School of Communication Scholarship Award for
Academic Excellence. Weybrecht recently received a graduate certificate in non-profit management and
will obtain her master’s in business administration from CSU in December 2007.

Weybrecht was recognized as one of the Top 10 College Women of 2005 by Glamour Magazine and
received the Beauty of Giving Award from L’'Oreal Paris. She also received the Airbus Leadership Award,
Rainmaker of Tomorrow Scholar Award from Northern Ohio Live Magazine, Cleveland Rotary Award for
Excellence in Community Service and was named in the 2005 edition of Who’s Who Among American
Colleges & Universities. Finally she was one of Cleveland Magazine’s Most Interesting People of 2006
and one of Crain’s Cleveland Business’ Twenty in their 20s. Weybrecht is a member of the Airplane
Owner’s and Pilot’s Association, Ninety-Nines, Public Relations Society of America and Women in

Aviation International.

She was born March 13, 1983 in Mayfield Heights, Ohio. She lives with her father and younger brother in
Eastlake, Ohio.
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